
Northern Area Newsletter

Message from the board:

The Northern Area Local Workforce 
Development Board is proud to have several 
business owners representing their 
communities throughout the Northern Area. 
While Northern New Mexico is beautiful and 
full of culture, it is also a vastly rural region, 
so these businesses play an integral role in 
local economies and often serve as the 
economic engine in the communities. 
Listening to these voices will support the 
local businesses as they bring growth and 
innovation to the communities in which they 
serve, and ultimately lead to the development 
of new jobs. With this level of economic 
stability, the next generation of workforce will 
remain or move to the local area to fill future 
positions and further grow the economy, 
fulfilling the vision of the Northern Board.

-NALWDB

-May 2023 

Board Chair-Joseph Weathers

Executive Director-Lisa Ortiz
Operations Manager-Barney Trujillo
Project Specialist/Communications-Amber Gomez
Program Specialist-Brittany Valencia
Program/Policy Monitor-Kevin Boyer

One-Stop Operator-Ericka Van Eckhoutte

https://www.nnmworkforceconnection.com/
https://northernboard.org/
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NMWFC Events

Businesses and Resources 

Including

− NMSU-Grants
− Big Brothers/Big Sisters
− Grand Canyon University

− K-Mine Radio
− UNM-Gallup

− Presbyterian Medical Services

Businesses/Resources On-Site Included
Northern Area Local Workforce Development Board

New Mexico Workforce Connection

HELP New Mexico, Inc.
Department of Workforce Solutions

San Juan College

Dine College

Echo Food Bank

New Mexico Workforce Connection Staff met with 309 individuals 
impacted by the plant and mine closures in the San Juan County and 

McKinley County areas. During this meeting, they completed 
applications for the ETA Displaced Worker Assistance Fund and 

discussed their next steps. Several of these individuals will transition 
into new educational and/or employment training in local in-demand 

occupations.

Cibola County Career 

Fair

22 job-seekers in attendance

Taos County 

Level-Up

12 youth participants completed their employment 
skills training bootcamp May 16th-May 19th, as part of 

the Taos County Level-Up Program. Following the 
completion of skills training, they were placed in 

local hospitality businesses to gain hands-on 
occupational training.

Following Taos placements, 11 more youth 
participants in the Questa/Red River area began 

their employment skills training bootcamp.

San Juan/McKinley County 

Energy Transition Act

https://www.nnmworkforceconnection.com/
https://northernboard.org/
https://www.facebook.com/watch/live/?ref=watch_permalink&v=265051695875326
https://www.tiktok.com/@nnmworkforceconnection/video/7219736943452753198
https://www.facebook.com/watch/live/?ref=watch_permalink&v=156645717120268
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NMWFC Events

184 job-seekers in attendance, with 5 receiving a 
formal or contingent job offers on site, and 
several applications still being reviewed and 
reported
➢ 5 employment offers reported so far
➢ Offers made on-site have an average hourly 

wage of  $19.23 with full benefits package 
available

2nd Annual San Juan County 

Employment Event

https://www.nnmworkforceconnection.com/
https://northernboard.org/
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NMWFC Events

80 job-seekers in attendance, with 14 
receiving a formal or contingent job offers 
on site, and several applications still being 
reviewed and reported
➢ 14 employment offers so far
➢ Offers made on-site have an average 

hourly wage of  $18.80 with full 
benefits package available

Santa Fe County Career 

and Resource Fair

https://www.nnmworkforceconnection.com/
https://northernboard.org/
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NMWFC Staff Networking, 

Training, and Outreach

Workforce 

Development Program 

Presentation

GGEDC Economic Development Week

Keynote speaker:

DWS Cabinet 

Secretary Sarita 

Nair

SBDC Business 

Development Panel

Workforce Day 

Job Fair

Panel Discussion: Developing 

the Workforce in McKinley 

County: Needs + Approaches

https://www.nnmworkforceconnection.com/
https://northernboard.org/
https://www.visitgallup.com/economic-development-week/
https://www.visitgallup.com/economic-development-week/
https://www.visitgallup.com/economic-development-week/
https://www.visitgallup.com/economic-development-week/
https://www.visitgallup.com/economic-development-week/
https://www.visitgallup.com/economic-development-week/
https://www.visitgallup.com/economic-development-week/
https://www.visitgallup.com/economic-development-week/
https://www.visitgallup.com/economic-development-week/
https://www.visitgallup.com/economic-development-week/
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NMWFC Staff Networking, 

Training, and Outreach Zuni Financial Literacy 

Event

38 High School students 
received Financial Literacy 

Skills Training in “real-world” 
situations with the assistance 

of Gallup NMWFC staff

NM Dept. of Transportation 

Dist. 4

Pre-Apprenticeship Program

The New Mexico Department of 
Transportation hosts Pre-

Apprenticeship Participants in the 
following positions

• Surveyor Intern

• Human Resources/Safety

• District Lab

• Information Technology

• Finance/Purchasing

• Shop Vehicle Maintenance

• Safety/Human 

• Front Desk/Receptionist

• Human Resources

City of Santa Fe 
Wastewater 

Management Rapid 
Hire

• 15 positions available

• 27 job seekers in 

attendance

• 100% of positions filled

https://www.nnmworkforceconnection.com/
https://northernboard.org/
https://www.goeducate.com/
https://www.goeducate.com/
https://www.goeducate.com/
https://www.facebook.com/watch/live/?ref=watch_permalink&v=230963022856734
https://www.the-journal.com/articles/employment-event-draws-90-businesses/
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What Businesses Are 

Saying

“The services you provided for 

us were wonderful. We always 

had someone checking on us. 

You all did great.”

“The people working 
there for the event 

were so nice”

“Good event with a wide 
variety of different 

employment. We 

enjoyed the water and 

food due to the long 
event.”

“Keep up the 
amazing work”

“Keep up the 
awesome work!”

“Great event, 
very well 

organized”

“I think the team 
does a really 
good job.”

“Lots of time 

and attention to 

details by the 

committee”

“Good planning of logistics and 
marketing. Good consideration 

for the employers as well (we 

were grateful).”

“Strong vendor 
participation-attracted the 

applicants”

“Everything was great”

https://www.nnmworkforceconnection.com/
https://northernboard.org/
https://www.hsd.state.nm.us/about_the_department/career-opportunities/
https://santafecare.hcshiring.com/jobs
https://www.nmdhsem.org/jobs/
https://www.amazon.jobs/en/
https://www.goodwillnm.org/jobs.html
https://santamariaelmirador.org/careers/
https://www.cenikor.org/careers/
https://www.speedway.com/careers/
https://www.sjcounty.net/government/sheriff-s-office/careers/join-our-team
https://www.ccsdnm.org/ApplyforaJob.aspx
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Upcoming 

NMWFC Events

Accepting Employer 

Registrations Now!
Level Up Your Career in Hospitality! 

This program includes a paid bootcamp 
consisting of 12 hours of skills training 
in resume building, soft skills, financial 

management and other employment 
related areas. Each youth can earn up 
to $6,000 working up to 400 hours at 

$15 an hour. 

The next Boot Camp is planned in Taos 
for June 7-9, and is currently enrolling 

participants.

https://www.nnmworkforceconnection.com/
https://northernboard.org/
https://forms.gle/psUKtuJXZqapRqFE8
https://forms.gle/psUKtuJXZqapRqFE8
https://www.tiktok.com/@nnmworkforceconnection/video/7232020618588310826
https://forms.gle/Xk3fwmYecxPbs7iC8
https://forms.gle/Xk3fwmYecxPbs7iC8
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Don’t forget to 
visit us online!

https://www.nnmworkforceconnection.com/
https://linktr.ee/nnmworkforceconnection
https://linktr.ee/nnmworkforceconnection
https://lnk.bio/nnmworkforce
https://northernboard.org/
https://www.nnmworkforceconnection.com/newsletter/

